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Amembassy MOSCOW 



Department' s A-173, April 13, 196lj D ‘” 

Embassy's D-659, March 2!i, 1961, same subject. ^ 33381 

ACTION DtPT. — 

UP 21 i MQA t&z. i 

M — uziAjM . 

CITIZENSHIP tfm/pASSrORTSj Lee Harvey Oswald 



The Embassy received on May 23>, 1961 an undated letter from Lee Harvey | 
Oswald postmarked Minsk, May 16, 1961, in which he states in part tha,t he- is 
asking full guarantees that I shall not, under any circumstances, be per* 5 - | 
cuted for any act pertaining to this case" should he return to the United 
States, that if this "condition" cannot be net he will "endeavor to use rr i 
relatives in the United States to see about getting something done in V.'asringl 
According to the letter, Oswald is married to a Russian woman who would want t 



In view of the possibility that the Department may receive fur tier in- 
quiries from Oswald's mother or from other persons in his behalf concern!- - 
his case, the Embassy would be glad to have the Department's comments befrr! 
replying to Oswald. The Embassy proposes to reoly to Oswald, -drawing udc- ■ 
language of the third paragraph of the Department's A-173, that should he : S 
found not to have lost American citizenship, he would be entitled to rctu.- 
the United States under the laws and regulations applicable to all America 
citizens and that the Embassy is not in a position to advise 'him whether _i 
the event of his return he nay be subject to prosecution for possible off=-= 
committed in violation of the laws of the United States or of any of the 3-ai 
The Embassy's reply would also reiterate that the final determination of * 3 - 
claim to American citizenship could only be made on the basis of a person! 
terview and that he is free to visit the Embassy whenever 'he desires. T > 5 x 
would include the Embassy's prepared information sheets explaining the r<--\w 
ments and procedures pertaining to hi3 wife's intended immigration. Osvai 
would also be informed of the necessity for him and his wife to apply to "-e 
Soviet authorities for permission to leave the Soviet Union and would be ir- 
vited to inform the Embassy if he had done so. 

The reference in Oswald's letter to his present Soviet internal p?ss-ir 
in which he is apparently designated as "without citi sens hip" is, if accur?.t 
P r ^ wa ? ac i g indication that the Soviet government docs not regard him as 
possessing Soviet citizenship. It would appear on this basis that Osiralc ha 
not yet expatriated himself underMSoction 3 h 9 (a)( 1 ) of the Immigration ar: 
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Rationality Act. 

The Embassy lies noted that the Department did not consider it prudent 
to forward Oswald's passport to bin by mil. The E ib.vjpy also f' o’.s t'"' t 
it von Id be neither prudent nor appropriate in this ease to re turn Os-uld's 
passport to him without tho norml physical and lei al safe-guards provided 
by the requirement ths t ha appear at the EmV.ssy for a personal interview. 
Should circumstances arise which rake it desirable to provide Oswald l.ith a 
pa S3 port or certificate of identity, under circumstances other than the fore- 
poin-, the Embassy will request the Department 1 s prior advice. Docs the 
Department consider that Oswald is entitled to the protection of tho United 
States Covernr.ant while he continues to reside abroad under present circum- 
stances in the absence of reasonable evidence that he has comittod an ex- 
patriating act? 

For the Ambassador: 
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Enclosure : 

A 3 stated above. 



C i.aHcro L’.'v'i ears' 1 
Minis t.cr Counselor 1 
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